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here’s no denying the magnetic 
quality of mountains and with 
their towering presence, the 

sense that a force much larger is at work. 
In South Africa we are spoilt for choice and 
mountain escapes are particularly alluring 
in the winter months. With snowy peaks in 
some parts of the country, pristine clear 
skies in most, the common denominator is 
uninterrupted expanses of space and untold 
opportunities to connect with nature, often 
with a healthy dose of luxe thrown in for good 
measure. Here is our pick of some of SA’s 
best mountain getaways.

Drakensberg
Lake Navarone 

A World Heritage site, the Drakensberg 
escarpment stretches for more than  
1 000km from the Eastern Cape, up towards 
KwaZulu-Natal, forming a border between 
this region and Lesotho. Heading for "the 
berg" in winter is a South African must 
do. It’s big sky country, with magnificent 
mountain peaks (its highest peak is over  
3 400m) and cool, crisp air setting the scene. 
Lake Navarone is an idyllic lakeside retreat 
in the shadow of the Southern Drakensberg. 
This 400-hectare estate is home to 22 
charming, family-focused cottages of 
varying sizes, each blessed with lake views 
and access. Modest but comfy, each comes 
with its own canoe for adventures on the 
water. Fishing is big here, as is walking, 
biking, 4x4’ing or hiking the nearby beautiful 
Drakensberg trails.  
RATES: From R470 per person sharing
lakenaverone.co.za 

Elgin Valley 
Galileo Farm

Thanks to the forests of imposing pine 
trees, expanses of water and of course the 
surrounding Hottentots Holland mountain 

peaks, many visitors have likened the 
Elgin Valley to the Swiss Alps. An hour's 
drive from Cape Town, Galileo Farm plays 
host to a number of rustic chic cottages 
boasting glorious farm and mountain views, 
all beautifully decorated and equipped 
for both couples and families. Aside from 
opportunities to explore the farm, drinking  
in the pristine surrounds, there are a number 
of 4x4 trails in the Hottentots Holland and it 
is a mountain biker’s playground. Factor in 
some time at the nearby Paul Cluver Wines 
for a tasting and the achingly cool Hickory 
Smoke Shack for lipsmacking food.  
RATES: From R1 150 for The Shack (sleeps 2) 
to R2 800 for The Road House (sleeps 6) 
galileofarm.co.za

Magaliesberg
De Hoek Country Hotel 

Out-of-towners may think that the highest 
peaks in Joburg are its mine dumps but 
venture just 90 minutes out of town and  
the magnificent Magaliesberg beckons.  
This is the heart of the birth of civilisation, 
where you’ll find the Cradle of Mankind 
and for intrepid nature lovers, walking, 
horseriding and mountain biking trails 
galore. Of the hotels in the area, De Hoek 
Country Hotel is a romantic gourmet getaway 
par excellence, boasting an old world main 
house and a series of more contemporary 
suites too. Up for adventure? Book a hot air 
balloon ride and be sure to factor in time for 
their legendary Sunday lunch.  
RATES: From R2 722 for 2 people sharing  
dehoek.com 
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Travel offers
Escape to the mountains with these  

Club Travel offers

Magoebaskloof Hotel,Tzaneen
Pay from R1 550 per person sharing in a double 
room for two nights. Offer includes breakfast.
Valid for travel 01 April – 30 September 2016  

(subject to availability)

 Mohale Lodge, Lesotho
Pay from R1 050 per person sharing in a standard 

double room for two nights. Offer includes breakfast.
Valid for travel 01 April – 30 September 2016  

(subject to availability)

Bongani Mountain Lodge, Nelspruit
Pay from R3 290 per person sharing for two nights.
Offer includes three meals and two game activities 

per day. Valid for travel 01 April – 30 September 2016  
(subject to availability and valid for SA residents only)

 Alpine Heath Resort, Drakensberg
Pay from R2 050 per person sharing for two nights.
Offer includes breakfast. Valid for travel 01 April –  

30 September 2016 (excludes peak periods such as 
school holidays, public holidays and long weekends).

 Piekenierskloof Mountain Resort, Citrusdal
Pay from R1 800 per person sharing in a deluxe 
room for two nights. Offer includes breakfast.
Valid for travel 01 April – 30 September 2016  

(subject to availability)

To take advantage of these offers call +27 (0)87 285 
3597 or visit edgarsclubtravel.co.za.  

Ts and Cs apply. 

Calitzdorp 
River View Cottages

 
The pretty town of Calitzdorp in the Klein 
Karoo is famed for its stunning mountain 
passes and thoroughfares (the Swartberg 
Pass and Sewe Weeks Poort are just two 
to tick off your bucket list) as well as the 
glorious, glowing Red Hills, so named for 
the iron-rich soil which gives them their 
incredible colour. Just 14km before you hit 
Calitzdorp is the teeny valley of Matjiesvlei 
(just one road in and out) where you’ll find 
River View Cottages. Situated on a working 
farm, these charming self-catering cottages 
overlook the Gamka river and are in the 
shadow of the Swartberg mountains. Nothing 
feels better than a bracing walk up and out  
of the valley into the Swartberg followed by  
a lazy afternoon on the porch, reading a book 
under a blanket.  
RATES: R340 per person sharing
riverviewcottages.co.za

Robertson 
The Robertson Small Hotel 

The Robertson Small Hotel isn’t in the 
mountains as such, but close enough to 
qualify as a getaway to the Langeberg and 
Riviersonderend mountains. Explorers 
and adventurers can head out on day 
and overnight hiking trails and mountain 
bike paths while gourmands can make 
themselves at home enjoying the cuisine at 
Reuben’s or an indulgent treatment at the 
on-site Wellness Room.  
RATES: From R1 150 per person sharing
therobertsonsmallhotel.com 

Riversdale 
Akasha Mountain Retreat 

If disconnecting from daily life is what you 
need, this Afro-Moroccan self-catering 
hideaway is a must. Laidback luxe is the 
order of the day at this private escape that 
sleeps eight (plus two kids on window 
seats). Here, days are spent drinking in 
the extraordinary panoramic views of the 
Langeberg Mountains, fishing, hiking, 
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mountain biking, or simply hanging about in 
hammocks. It’s a self-catering experience 
though meals can be arranged on prior 
request. They also have a grocery service  
(so you don’t have to shlep before you arrive).  
RATES: From R1 940 (couples) or R3 760 for 
the house 
akasharetreat.co.za

Lesotho 
Maliba Lodge

The mountain kingdom of Lesotho should  
be on every traveller's itinerary. It’s easy 
to get to (a hop and a skip from Ladybrand 
in the Free State) and it offers a chance to 
really immerse yourself in authentic, rural 
Southern African culture and landscapes. 
There are plenty of trails for experienced 
hikers and no shortage of offroad 
opportunities for 4x4’ers. Pony trekking is 
an equally rewarding way to experience the 
region and if you go in winter (and really you 
should) there are even ski slopes at Afriski. 
Maliba Lodge has everything from 3-star 
self-catering chalets to 5-star rustic stone-
and-thatch havens with their own fireplaces 
and viewing decks. Caves, waterfalls and the 
Afriski slopes, makes this an ideal, affordable 
winter escape for South Africans.  
RATES: From R1 720 for a twin room
maliba-lodge.com  


